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JOHN SELDEN (1584-1654)

John Selden, one of the greatest English scholars of his time
left a delightful collection of "pensees" pub. in 1689 by his secre-
tary, R. Milward, under the title Table Talk . . . being the discourses
of John Selden. Later edd. appeared in 1696 and 1716, modern
edd. by S. W. Singer (1847), by Sir I. Gollancz in T.C., and by
F. Pollock (Selden Society, 1927). The last is the standard ed.3
and it contains a valuable life of Selden by Sir E. Fry.

SIR THOMAS BROWNE (1605-1682)

Browne's earliest work, the Religio Medici, was written about
1635 and circulated in MS. An unauthorised ed. appeared in
1642, and in 1643 Browne pub. "a true and full coppy". It
achieved immediate popularity and passed through eight edd. by
1685. A Latin tr. appeared in 1644. There is an ed. by W. A.
Greenhill (1881 and 1883), a rpt. of the 1643 ed. in the Tudor
and Stuart Library (O.U.P.), and an ed. by J. W. Murison
(C.U.P., 1922). In 1646 Browne pub. his largest work, Pseudodoxia
Epidemica (sometimes known as Vulgar Errors). After an interval
of twelve years, he was inspired by the discovery of some sepul-
chral urns at Walsingham, and wrote Hydriotaphia, Urne Buriall
(1658)5 his most memorable and imaginative work. Appended
to "it was the curious essay called The Garden of Cyrus, a discus-
sion of the ubiquity of the quincunx. There are modern edd.
of Hydriotaphia by W. A. Greenhill (1896), and by W. Murison
(G.U.P., 1922). There is a facs. in the Noel Douglas Replicas,
Two posthumous works were pub. after Browne's death: Cer-
tain Miscellany Tracts, ed. Archbishop Tenison (1684), and the
fine unfinished Christian Morals, pub. in 1716 by Archdeacon J.
Jeffrey. The first collective ed. of the Works appeared in 1686,
Recent edd. are that of CL Sayle (3 vols., 1907 and 1927) and the
very elaborate one by G. L. Keynes for the Golden Cockerel Press,
1928-31.

Biography and Criticism.

Dr. Johnson's Life of Browne appeared in the 1756 ed. of the
Christian Morals. Sir E. Gosse contributed a study to E.M.L.
Recent works are W. P. Dunn's Sir Thomas Browne (1925) and
O. Leroy's Le Chevalier Browne medecin, styliste et metaphysicien (PariSj
1931). Some of the finest criticism of Browne is to be found i&